
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Oscar Research  

Importing Live Oscar Data ‘Automagically’ into 
Spreadsheets. Helping to automate your workflow and 

ensure access to the latest Oscar data. 
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Introduction 
 
 
Oscar provides a number of ways of consuming the data you have under license. From a 
straightforward ‘log-in and press download button’ method to our online selection tool which 
allows you to build a bespoke selection and download on demand. All of these routes lead to a 
copy of the data in Excel. 
 
More sophisticated options of automatically importing the data into your database via our API 
feed are used by clients wishing to receive daily/weekly updates straight into their own 
platforms/systems/CRM’s etc. More about these options can be found in our customer area 
guide or just by getting in touch with us. 
 
What if though; you wanted to receive the latest version of your data straight into a spreadsheet 
- this might be because you have other data in there, have reports connected to it, the 
spreadsheet is a feed into other systems, or you just simply don’t want the faff of logging in and 
downloading another copy. 
 
Well, that’s what this guide is for. Please see below for how you can pull in the latest version of 
your data into your spreadsheet of choice at the click of a button. 
 
 
Section 1 - Excel 
 
Section 2 - Google Sheets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please contact us to discuss any aspect of our services: 0845 226 3044 | admin@oscar-research.co.uk 



 

 
 

Section 1 - Microsoft Excel 
 
 
Excel is a powerful local spreadsheet program that has extensive in-built functionality including 
filtering, reporting and pivot tables.It is also a handy format as a source for other applications in 
the microsoft suite of programs and for third party software; including CRM and other database 
and email systems. 
 
 

 

 
 
Step 1 - Log into your Oscar Customer Area and locate the URL for the database subscription 
you wish to import into Google Sheets. This is what you’ll need in step 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Step 2 - Load a fresh Excel spreadsheet, or use a new tab if you wish to add the data into a file 
you already have. Go to Data > Get Data > From Other Data Sources > From Web (as below) 
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Step 3 - Enter your Oscar API link in the dialogue window that loads 
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Step 4 - Click ‘OK’ (depending on how large your datafile is, it can take a minute or two to 
connect). Once connected you should see a window as below and then click load 
 

 
 
Step 5 - That’s it - you should now have a populated spreadsheet with the latest version of your 
Oscar data. You will see list of queries and connections on the right - this allows you to refresh 
(re-download the latest version) of the data ‘on demand’ by clicking the refresh button 
highlighted on the right hand side of the image below. 
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Step 6 - Save the file and when reopening you can find your connection to the Oscar data via 
the menu (as below) and this will load the connections menu on the right hand side of your 
worksheet (as shown above).  
 

 
 
 
Step 7 - Once you’re happy the data is loading you can build whatever queries, pivot tables, 
charts etc across as many tabs as you wish - all of which will be automatically refreshed when 
you reload the data connection. 
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Section 2 - Google Sheets 
 
 

 
Google sheets is an excellent cloud based alternative to Excel and as well as providing useful 
in-built functionality including filtering and pivot tables, it is also a handy format as a source for 
other applications in the google suite of programs - notably including google data studio - and 
for third party software; including CRM and other database and email systems. 
 
Please note here that Google Sheets has an inherent limit (at the time of typing) of 400,000 
cells, so something like 10,000 rows/records of Oscar data. If you have a subscription that has 
more records than this, you should use the Excel option in section 1. 
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Step 1 - Log into your Oscar Customer Area and locate the URL for the database subscription 
you wish to import into Google Sheets. This is what you’ll need in step 2. 
 

 
 
 
Step 2 - Open up either a new Google Sheets spreadsheet or open a new tab on the Google 
Sheet you wish to use. In Cell A1 type the following: 
 
=IMPORTDATA("URL") - example as shown below: 
 

 
 
 
Step 3 - That’s it! - the data will be loaded from the live Oscar database. For updates, more 
advanced users can use the script editor (under tools) to create a basic script to run daily (see 
optional step 4 below). For the rest of us, it’s almost as quick and easy is simply go to cell A1 
delete the value and repeat step 2 - the latest data is then loaded. 
 

 
 
Step 4 (Optional) - so if you fancy having a go at scripting the ‘call’ of Oscar data into the sheet 
automatically, then follow the process below. 
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Go to Tools > Script Editor 
 

 
 
Example script we use is below (please note you’ll need to use your full weblink from above) 
 
 

 
 
function myFunction() { 
  
SpreadsheetApp.getActive().getRange('A1').setValue('=importdata("https://www.oscar-research.
co.uk/api/XXXXXXXXX")') 
 
} 

 
 
Give the project a name and save it. You may also need to give permission for google to do it’s 
thing. Once saved you can add a trigger (button for this shown below) 
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Click add a trigger (as below) 
 

 
 
 
 
Then set the trigger to work as you wish (we recommend not more frequently than daily - weekly 
is a good option too). As below. Then click save and you’re done. 
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